Stewardship Talk
My Brothers and Sisters in Christ:
When Father asked me to give this talk a few weeks ago, I wondered “Now what does Father think that I could say that might INSPIRE folks to make, or change, their commitment to Sacrificial giving???  He reminded me with a grin…..“Have Faith !!!”     Looking back a few weeks, I recall hearing from Jim Toland, who spoke about two of the three aspects of Good Stewardship…Time  &  Talent.  The next week we celebrated Father’s Pastoral Installation where the Bishop conferred the trust of the Parish to Father Vu—with…our…support.  Then last weekend you may recall the reading from the Gospel where Jesus went up the mountain and sat down to teach his disciples the Beatitudes.  That Gospel scene is commonly referred to as “The Sermon on the Mount.”  So this week my role is to appeal to the hearts and minds of each one of you who have not yet made your commitment to give !! That is to give…not only of our Time & Talent…but also of our Treasure.  I’ve heard this commonly referred to as the yearly sermon……“On the Amount” !!
By way of introduction, my wife Adrienne and I have been Parishioners at St. Mary for about 10 years.  My place of employment has been the Boeing Company for the last 31years.  And, Lord willing, hope to retire early next year.  During the time that we have worshipped here, each of us has buried our deceased spouses, and three years ago last August, we joyfully entered into Holy Matrimony together.  
St. Mary to us is truly God’s House,         and now is truly our home.  
It wasn’t too long ago that Adrienne and I were having a conversation with Fr. Vu that eventually got around to Sacrificial giving.  Father described his Biblical approach to giving, and last week publicly shared his commitment reminding us that “God gives it all…then calls us to share” and God cannot be outdone in generosity.  Adrienne also described to Father our personal approach to giving, and once she did, I knew in my heart, that Father would eventually be asking me to give this witness.  So…like Adam in the garden, I…like most men, will blame “my Eve” as the cause of me being present before you today.
But, it was shortly after my deceased wife’s passing, before I met Adrienne, that I really began to question my approach to giving.  I was undergoing a Father calls a metanoia, or change of a repentant heart.  I knew that I was not really living the Fifth Precept of the Church to help provide for the needs of the Church.  At the time—my giving was much like a sermon I had heard about an apple.  The apple might represent our total income. Then after one eats the fruit, the remaining apple core, or loose change, was put in the collection basket each Sunday.  In years past, I would hear that it was Announcement Sunday then slink a little lower in the pew, and hope not to be noticed while I didn’t fill out a card.  I would not develop a plan for giving.  I did not want to think about a percentage my giving should be.  My giving was not at all sacrificial—even though I sometimes justified it so.  Worst of all, I did not think of it as a gift of thanksgiving, for the One who gave His all for me.  
As Adrienne and I were courting, one of the qualities that I found most inspiring was her need to give.  She made her commitment to giving whether to St. Mary, or St. Vincent de Paul, or other charities that are in need.  She, being a widow at the time, clearly echoed today’s Gospel reading of—the Widow’s Might.  She relayed faithfulness, trust, and thanksgiving, for the life God gave her each day.  So I’m thinkin’ as we’re starting our new marriage, how appropriate it is for me to follow the guidelines, and leadership of our local Pastor.  So we jointly made a commitment early in our marriage to give, not only of our Time and Talent, but also of our Treasure.  I like to think of it as our Trinitarian approach.  Time—Talent-------and------Treasure.  
So, we were newlyweds, and like most newlyweds, we were faced with some serious decision making.      Like who would be in charge of the remote control.
                      Fortunately, Comcast provided two remotes.  
An even bigger decision was to modify our approach to giving.  Instead of my apple core leftover loose change approach, we would PLAN to give.  And, by this I mean we would give our first fruits to God first.  Once we received the card, and made our commitment, we decided on a proportionate amount.  When our Bi-weekly Thursday paydays rolled around, and the automatic deposits were dropped into the checking account, the first two checks written, would be our commitment for the next Sunday—and the following Sunday.  If there were any special feast days, or special needs such as decorations for the Church, they too would get the first fruits of our take home paycheck.  Since we started our commitment, even with a home remodeling project, we’ve managed to stay in front of our expenses, and end up with that apple core leftover in the checkbook, rather than in the collection basket.
Many of you know from your own giving experience, that what I have said today is true.  Our gifts are Sacrificial, when they come from our substance, as opposed to our abundance.  Our gift is most appropriately presented at the Offertory of the Mass as a gift of thanksgiving; our grateful response to the love and faithfulness that God has shown to us in our lives.  
Perhaps you may be wondering, since this is the Sermon on the Amount, “Just what is the right amount to give ??”  I can assure you that when you are at peace with the size of your gift—when you do not find yourself making excuses for its size, and you know in your heart that you have been completely honest with yourself and God—then your gift is the proper size.  

If you haven’t already decided on your parish stewardship commitment, I invite you to please prayer   fully consider giving.  Fill out a commitment card.  Return it to the parish office, either through the mail, or drop it in the collection basket next Sunday.  May the God of great generosity continue to bless you, and your families  !!  
                                        Thank you !!
    Given on November 7 & 8, 2009 at all 3 weekend Masses.

